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An Open Letter About the 
“Open. Door” 


To All Public Spirited Citizens : 


You are interested in having the motion 
picture make the most of its great possibili- 
ties as a constructive force in American life. 
Here is offered a practical and effective 
method of aiding to that end. 


For the purpose of receiving constructive 
suggestions and advice, we have established 
the Department of Public Relations in the 
office of our Association, developed from 
the splendid cooperation of the Committee 
on Public Relations, which recommended 
it. 

Our invitation is as wide as it is cordial. 
We invite every organization in this coun- 
try or elsewhere which is interested in pub- 
lic betterment to get in touch with our — 
Department of Public Relations and to 
designate those who will be points of con- 
tact with the film industry. 

The Department should have such con- 
nections with local branches as well as with 
county, state, national and international 
bodies. We want such organizations, as 
well as individuals;.who have constructive 
ideas as “to motion pictures to come i 
through the ‘ ‘Open-Door™ and tell us how 
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cooperate with us, and how together we can 
make the motion picture more responsive 
to its public service obligations. 

The motion picture is a public service 
institution. In it the public has absolutely 
definite rights, and to it the public should 
have free access. 

Different organizations, of course, have 
different viewpoints on motion pictures, dif- 
ferent needs and desires regarding them, 
but we welcome the suggestions of every 
sort of organized body and the suggestions 
of individuals as well. 

It is not only the privilege but altogether 
the duty of every organization and every 
individual interested in better things to 
come in through the “Open Door’”’—to come 
in with hope, sympathy and constructive 
aid. 

If you are willing to cooperate indi- 
vidually in this work, the invitation also 
applies to you. You are invited to register 
your name individually or to have any 
organization with which you are connected 
do so and thus get your views to the De- 
partment of Public Relations. Names may 
be forwarded on the enclosed card. 


The door is open and a welcome awaits 
your cooperation. 


WILL H. HAYS 


Leal 


The Aim of the 
“Open Door” 


HE “open door” department has de- 

veloped out of the work of a Com- 
mittee on Public Relations, representing 
three score citizen organizations, which for 
two and a half years has been cooperating 
with the industry in promoting the public 
usefulness of the motion picture. Through 
the Department that work is now made 
permanent and its scope has been broad- 
ened at the suggestion and with the sanction 
and support of the Committee on Public 
Relations. | 

The aim ot the “open door” policy is to 
advance the motion picture to a plane of 
usefulness limited only by the vision and 
intelligence of the collective thought of the 
nation. 

The work already accomplished by the 
Committee on Public Relations in coopera- 
tion with the industry eliminates the thought 
that there is now something wrong with mo- 
tion pictures. Therefer- the *4-~ in this 
invitation to the pubs 1s that the motion 
picture is potentially such an incalculable 
medium for progress, enlightenment and en- 

tertainment that the 

Sm best thought of the 
whole nation should 
be enlisted in de- 
veloping those pos- 
sibilities to the 
utmost. 

The industry 
has been heeding 
: the call for higher 
Be type motion pic: 
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to keep the supply 
of productions pos- 
sessing patriotic, 
educational and 
instructive appeal 
adequate to the 
demand for such 
pictures. The pub- 
lic interested in 
wider display of ence 
those ;~-ductions 
is invited to cooperate by enlisting greater 
appreciation of them and public support 
that will warrant an increased output. 
This public support can be obtained if 
organizations and individuals cooperating 
throughout the country with the industry 
will constantly direct public attention to 
notable productions of the character above 
described and will urge that they be liber 
ally patronized by the general public. 
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The industry is increasingly concerned 
about the selection of names and titles for 
pictures and the manner in which produc- 
tions are advertised. The aim is to have the 
best ethical standards maintained. Those 
who desire to cooperate with the industry in 
these matters are at liberty to express their 
views and to make suggestions. 


In conformity with suggestions already 
received concerning pictures especially 
adapted for children it may be stated that 
sufficient material has been selected to make 
up approximately a year’s supply of pro- 
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grams. The thought is to have these pic- 
tures presented as Saturday Morning 
Movies for children at the nominal admis- 
sion rate of 10 cents for each child. 


With respect to the moral side of motion 
pictures the twenty-three corporations com- 
posing the Motion Picture Producers and 
Distributors of America already have 
pledged themselves to prevent the prevalent 
type of book and play from becoming the 
prevalent type of picture. Of the success 
of this movement Mr. Hays states that “dur- 
ing the past year more than 100 plays and 
books—including some of the best sellers 
and stage successes—have been kept from 
the screen because our members believed 
them unsuitable for picturization.”’ 


We NES NRE 


Among suggestions that will be helpful 
to the industry are those dealing with how 
motion pictures, devised purely for teach- 
ing and religious work, may be effectively 
developed for school and church. 


Another phase in which public sugges- 
tion and cooperation 
can be helpful is the 
usefulness of Amer- 
ican pictures 
abroad. In some 
parts of the world 
old films have been 
shown which do 
not best express 
either America or 
the industry. These 
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pictures are being 
supplanted by the 
higher type of 
pictures represen- 
tative of the ad- 
vance that has 





been made. 
The Department 
of Public Relations 
is the direct chan- VES ee nee 
nel of communica- in Llome Life 


tion in all such 

cooperative effort. It will receive sug- 
gestions, comment, criticisms, and ad- 
vice and will pass these on to the industry. 
They will be discussed. If they have value 
they will be utilized and where they are im- 
practicable the organizations or individuals 
submitting them will be so advised and the 
reasons given why they cannot be used. 


Vena aay, 


Jt is hoped that there will be received 
from every potential source constructive 
suggestions, helpful criticisms and view- 
point representing sincere desire for further 
advancement of the industry in the attain- 
ment of an outstanding position in America 
that will make it a greater influence for all 
that is best in art, entertainment, education 
and morals. 
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